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DIFFA’s DINING BY DESIGN brings 
“Over-the-top Tabletop” back to San Francisco this fall

San Francisco events November 16 &17 
at the Galleria at San Francisco Design Center.
diffasf.org
San Francisco – DIFFA: Design Industries Foundation Fighting AIDS brings its 11th annual DINING BY DESIGN to San Francisco for two days of stylish fun and fundraising at the Galleria at the San Francisco Design Center, 101 Henry Adams Street on Wednesday, Nov. 16 and Thursday, Nov. 17.  All details and ticket information are online at http://www.diffasf.org
DINING BY DESIGN San Francisco features awe-inspiring dinner table installations created by visionary designers and underwritten by corporate and private table hosts.  The event brings together leaders from the worlds of furniture, interior design, fine art, architecture, fine dining, retail and high-end catering to create two evenings of spectacular creativity and gastronomy.  
Confirmed designers and table hosts include: EFFEN Vodka, Academy of Art University School of Interior Architecture and Design, Aldea and Labexperiment, Brayton Hughes Design Studio, Exquisite Tile, Gensler, San Francisco Design Center, designed by Gary Hutton, Mikki Bourne for Barbara Gronowski, and Steven Volpe Design.
San Francisco event co-chairs are Gary Hutton, principal of Gary Hutton Design, and Ronette King vice president of interior design at Gensler.  
Since 1984, DIFFA events like DINING BY DESIGN have raised more than $40 million for HIV/AIDS care nationwide. Event proceeds support low-income patients at the city’s largest, and the world’s first, HIV/AIDS clinic, the UCSF Positive Health Program–also known as “Ward 86”–located at San Francisco General Hospital and Trauma Center.  
“DIFFA is excited to present DINING BY DESIGN in San Francisco again this year,” said David Sheppard, Executive Director of DIFFA, based in New York City. Even after 10 years here, San Francisco continues to be one of the highest profile and consistently astounding DINING BY DESIGN events in the country, given the presence of so many prominent designers and the level of culinary sophistication.
-more-
 “San Francisco, promises to again delight and excite with unprecedented table designs and culinary creations,” he said.
Marc Vincent, local DIFFA marketing committee chair, noted that the event will benefit the UCSF Positive Health Program again this year. 
“Given the Positive Health Program’s prominent role as a first responder to HIV/AIDS in the 1980’s and its notoriety today as an innovator in compassionate patient care, it is truly gratifying to again produce this event in support of such an essential and deserving beneficiary,” he said.
How DINING BY DESIGN works: Each designer is assigned a space at the Galleria to create a dining table installation to accommodate 10 dinner guests.  Each designer chooses a table theme based on a time, place event or mood.  The results make for extraordinary design.

Schedule of events for DINING BY DESIGN San Francisco 2011:
TABLE HOP & TASTE Preview Party                                                                                    Wednesday, November 16; 6 PM – 11PM
Designers and guests mingle, preview table creations, sip fine wines paired with culinary tastes from top Bay Area restaurants and enjoy special event cocktails by EFFEN Vodka. Open to the public; tickets at $100 each. Purchase tickets online at www.diffasf.org or call (415) 490-5865.
Participating food purveyors include: 25 Lusk, Barbara Llewellyn Catering, Bisou, Chef Tyler Stone, Limon and Mission Minis.  
DIFFA’S DINING BY DESIGN Gala Dinner
Thursday, November 17; 6:30 PM – 11 PM
Guests will enjoy a reception followed by three-course gourmet dinner at one of the breathtaking table environments.  Cuisine by Taste Catering and Event Planning. Table Host levels are $5,000, $10,000 and $20,000.  For table host information, please contact Randall Shields at shieldsr@att.net.  Individual gala tickets are available for $500 per person. 
New this year: a community table with individual seats at $350. A number of designers are participating, including Mondo Guerra, HIV-positive fashion designer and TV personality from the hit reality television series "Project Runway," who is partnering with Merck on an HIV and AIDS education campaign, called Living Positive By Design.  Purchase tickets online at www.diffasf.org or call (415) 490-5865. 
An exclusive Silent Auction will be featured both evenings.  Luxury items available for the top bidder include fine furnishings and art, travel packages, beauty and spa treatments, extraordinary wines and dining experiences. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]DIFFA’s DINING BY DESIGN 2011 sponsors include EFFEN Vodka, Sly Dog Cellars, 7x7, California Home + Design, NBC Bay Area, KDFC FM and the San Francisco Design Center.  Additional event promotion provided by Decorati.com and sfluxe.com
About DIFFA 
DIFFA: Design Industries Foundation Fighting AIDS is one of the largest funders of HIV/AIDS service and education programs in the United States. Since being founded in 1984, DIFFA has mobilized the immense resources of the design communities to provide more than $40 million to hundreds of AIDS service organizations nationwide.  DIFFA has been one of the country’s largest supporters of both direct care for people living with AIDS and preventative education for those at risk. Visit DIFFA at www.diffa.org

About Positive Health Program at San Francisco General Hospital 
Since 1983, the UCSF Positive Health Program (PHP) at San Francisco General Hospital has led the world in HIV/AIDS medicine. PHP provides state-of-the-art primary care to more than 3,200 uninsured HIV patients. Services include clinical care, psychosocial support services and programs to support healthy living. PHP also is a leader in specialized research on long-term survivors, newly infected patients, patients over 50 years old and patients living with HIV and hepatitis. The program also has a major presence in the developing world where it trains local providers and helps to direct several international research projects. For more information visit PHP at www.php.ucsf.edu
For further event information and ticket sales for DINING BY DESIGN San Francisco 2011, visit: www.diffasf.org
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